
Verb tense Rules Examples

Simple past tense
Add “~ed” to the

verb
They walk ---> They walked

Simple present tense
If the subject is

singular, add “~s,
~es“ to the verb

She walks 
They walk 

Simple future tense
Add “will” before

the verb
He will walk 

Simple Verb Tense
Simple verb tense is known as the three basic tenses: past, present, and future. 

Directions: Complete the sentence with a verb that follows the simple tense given in
parentheses. Do not use the same verb more than once. 

1.(Simple past) The detective ______________________ traces of cyanide in the

victim’s glass. 

2.(Simple future) Researchers ____________________________ a cure in the

next few months. 

3.(Simple present) Many nonprofit organizations ___________________ against

child labor worldwide.

4.(Simple present) Police officers _______________________ the streets to

maintain public safety.

5.(Simple future) They ______________________________ for the football

tournament next year. 

6.(Simple past) My dad _________________________ a Tesla stock. 
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Answer sheet

found

will discover

fight

protect

will practice

sold

Answers may vary.
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